
Youth Unemployment Rates in Metro Areas, 
2019 to 2020

In 2019, the youth unemployment rate 
was at its lowest level in 20 years. Among 
the 50 large metro areas where data were 
available, it ranged from 2.5 to 12.4 percent. 

In 2020, unemployment among youth 
increased across all large metro areas. 
Those with the largest percentage change 
in youth unemployment, compared to the 
previous year, were Orlando; Burlington 
(VT); Denver; Baltimore; Nashville; 
Sacramento; Cincinnati; San Antonio; San 
Francisco; and Boston. Unemployment 
rates in these 10 areas increased by more 
than 150 percent. In a total of 22 metro 
areas, youth unemployment rates more 
than doubled from 2019 to 2020. 

In 2020, in absolute terms, the metro areas 
with the highest youth unemployment 
rates included Las Vegas, Detroit, and 
Los Angeles, with more than one out of 
five youth reported to be unemployed. 
Other metro areas in which the youth 
unemployment rate was above the national 
average (15.1 percent) included Washington, 
DC; St. Louis; Tampa; Charlotte; Philadelphia; 
Cincinnati; San Antonio; Denver; San 
Francisco; Seattle; Providence; New York 
City; Baltimore; Chicago; and Miami.

Source: Mathematica estimates based on the monthly 
Current Population Survey and using the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics’ definition of unemployed and civil labor force. 

Note: Estimates do not account for seasonal patterns.
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